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The First Story Board of Directors today introduced Claire Duncan as the new Executive Director of First Story, a 
local non-profit founded in Redmond in 1998.  Duncan is a familiar voice to First Story supporters and partners, 
having worked closely with the outgoing Executive Director Shon Rae since 2009.  “The Board of Directors 
unanimously agreed that Duncan’s experience makes her the right leader to carry on the non-profit’s affordable 
housing mission,” said Hayden Watson, First Story Board President.  “She has been a great advocate in the 
community for First Story and has helped us grow our local fundraising efforts and outreach which are key to our 
success.” 

“I am honored to lead First Story.  I am tremendously excited about our strategic vision for 2013 as we expand our 
housing projects with YouthBuild, create new partnerships, grow our annual event and engage the community in our 
affordable housing efforts,” said Duncan.  

First Story is a non-profit focused on providing home ownership opportunities and financial support to qualified low-
income families in the Northwest.  The organization changes lives by building new homes, making affordable home 
ownership a reality for community members in need and providing financial support to other non-profit groups.  

First Story has served 45 families since 1998 and donated over $500,000 to other organizations advocating to reduce 
homelessness and poverty.  It serves 15 counties throughout Oregon, Washington and Idaho.  

“We feel everyone has the right to the American Dream of safe, quality, affordable housing,” said Duncan.  “It’s that 
desire to help that inspired me to work with First Story.” 

Shon Rae served as First Story’s Executive Director from 2006 to 2013.  She has accepted a position with Hayden 
Homes, the company that founded First Story.  

The First Story Board of Directors includes:  Hayden Watson, President, CEO of Hayden Homes; Myles Conway, 
Secretary, Attorney at Marten Law; Scott Knox, Treasurer, President of Bend Development Group; Dennis Murphy, 
President of Hayden Homes; David Day, Owner & CEO of DVA Advertising; Martha Tiller, Special Projects Manager, 
The Bulletin; Tim Knopp, Oregon State Senator; Caleb Anderson, Head Professional at Tetherow Golf Club; Mark 
Mastalir, Manager of Cornerstone Lending Group; Connie Druliner, Owner of Express Personnel. 

About First Story 
First Story is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization founded by Hayden Homes.  First Story has served over 10,000 
families though home construction, homeownership opportunities and community giving.  Since its founding in 1998, 
First Story has built 45 homes and donated over $500,000 to other non-profits helping to break the cycle of poverty 
and homelessness.  Its mission is to promote giving and inspire communities through the creation of home ownership 
opportunities and financial support.  For more information visit: www.FirstStory.org 
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